ISTANBUL FOUNDATION
FOR CULTURE AND ARTS
THIRD INTERNATIONAL ISTANBUL BIENNIAL

ATTN: Ms. MARCIA TUCKER DATE: March 30, 1992
FAX: 99 1 212 43i59.8 FROM: Vasif Kortun
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ATTENTION:

FAX MESSAGE OF URGENT IMPORTANCE

PLEASE RELAY THIS FAX MESSAGE TO Ms. TUCKER IMMEDIATELY.

A TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH HER AT 10:30 REQUIRES THAT SHE READS THIS FAX
MESSAGE FIRST.
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Dear Ms. Tucker:

Following is a brief history of the exhibition proposal of
the United States in the Istanbul Biennial.

The theme of the Istanbul Biennial, production of cultural
difference, was seen by us in continuum with divergent exhibitions
such as the Magicians of the Earth and the Decade Show, this time from

a diferent geography.

I appealed to the U.S.I.S. in Istanbul nearly two years ago
if they would be able to see if a version of the Decade show could be
organized for the Istanbul Bienial, which finally lead to your
institution’s exhibition proposal.

As far as I learned from Noreen Tomassi of the Arts
International, the exhibition was approved by the board in Washington
and a final set of slides along with a list of captions was sent to
Istanbul.

The'slides were submitted to me by the U.S.I.S. in Istanbul
for a review. I returned them with a report of hearty approval on the
very same day. The understanding was that both U.S.I.S. (Ankara and
Istanbul) and the higher ranks of the Consular staff in Turkey were
quite displeased, in fact enraged by the proposal. I must mention here
that these are people who have very little to do with the Arts. The
slides were sent back to Washington to be reviewed by the U.S.I.A.
Since then I have not heard anything in writing from them.

As a result of incessant calls to the States, two weeks ago,
I found that the U.S.I.A. declined from suppgrting the show

officially. Last week, I also found out that the Arts International

has been unofficially informed that the Rockfeller and the Pew
Charitable Trust may not be supporting the show either.

I was made to understand that this issue has runner higher up
than I could possibly imagine, and that Neither Istanbul nor New could

to do anything about it. } hoan
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‘Needless to say that I would like this exhibition to come to
the Biennial. It is too late for us to come up with funding in support
of the exhibition.

The show is censored and forced to die. Is there anything you
could do about it? I am all up in arms, and will do anything in my
capacity to mediate this scandal to the international public.

I will call you at 10:30 (E.S.T.).

Sincerely,

Vasif K. Kortun
Director
3rd Int’l Istanbul Biennial
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Message or Comments:

Dear Mr, Kortun,

We are urable *tu give o & date and time to aYrange a phone

ail with Marcia Tuz }rv Zhe is currently serving on nuxy
duty and w2 have not had the eprortunity te meet Lo aiscuss
how The Ne Museum wishes to proceed., We nope to do s0 within
the next week,

%mcerc]y, ,

j&/ﬁ/ 9
Ellen Holtzr.am
Managing Director
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