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EMBLEMS OF THE DECADEBORDERS
Site- spencifie Installation by
Amalin Mesa-Balns for the Calro Biennial

The Borders installation i based on the emblem form (see attached
explanation) mads three dimenslonal. This installation will foous on
the geo-political, soclal, oultural, and psychologioal experience of
migration. Using the metaphor of place, In thie case a room, the
inetallation pursues the meaning of separation, l0es, displacement,
rupture, and exile. The work examines the impertance of memary,
sommunity and oeremony ae devices te counter tsmporal and spatial
dislosation. Borders is situated In a 15x 20x8 ft space Including a
dresser (Bx4x2 ft) and a ohair { 4x3x2 ft ) and other migcellaneous
materiale, The wall requires & handpainted surface upen which the
inariptic Borders le written as well as additional demographio
information. The Installation itself operates as a narrative, three
dimenalonal plotura within the overall concept of the emblem-
plece. ©On the ficor partially visible in the dirt le a false floor In
whieh ' the subsariptio & insoribed. It reads as fallowe:

PSYCHIC DESTRUCTION GENOCIDE
TRANSGRESSION MEMORY
DETERRITORIALIZATION RELOGATION
PLUMY EXILE

2ONE DEPORTATION
(RE)(UN)(DIS)COVERY DISLOCATION

The coyote put me In a sack in the back of & truck
with potatoes and told me to be totally quiet until
he oame. | was so hot and couldn’t breathe. | cried
with no sounds. After hours he oame to get me. We
had gotten across but where was my mother? She
had glven me an adress but | dldn't know how to get
there and was afrald to ask for help.
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The dreaser has a cutaway on the side for purposes of
viewing and will inelude layers of objects and will also
include & video monitor eo that the BORDERS video can be
played during the exhibition. | will have to determine the
technloal requirements related to the video
monitor(requires a loop playing machine) and a
videotape(Beta?) The tape ie an Impression of the border,
my family, and images from popular media and Chicano
cinema.

The Installation algo includes a metal sultocase which
Includes letters from various artisis whose personal
experiencee ralate to the theme of the plece. 1 will
attempt to make this plece site spaocitio by intoduging
materiels and data which refers to the situatlon In the
Middle East particularly the lssues of land, territory, and
religlon.

The materlals to be shipped will include the furnishings,
objects and raw materials with the exception of the socd
which might be replaced by sand from the region. The
materials will be accompanled by an Instructional booklet
and video for installation should | be unable to Install the
plece due to health Issues.

The materlals in this packet include a diagram of the
installation, slides, color xerox, and press relared to the
plece. It anything else is necessary please let me know. My
diagram will also Include the design for a fixed wall.

| am Including a proposed budget | used for this plece
previously so perhaps you can use It to determine some of
the costs for this presentation.
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Materlals include wall text, false fi
) oor, wall paints f r
drled flowers, gllter. anrav naindts e R » fabric,
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®© Be purchased in the U.8. and Egjlpt, candles, oolor xerox
costs, video reproduction costs, video rental oosts during
Ly v RGN S Fissearieritissaesessatssiatiilil veaneae 1500.00

artist
and per diem for food and miscellaneous 1o be Provided by
the SUpporting Institution.
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